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a hae creeds TURKEY CROP EXPECTED THIS ‘YEAR ae 
Turkey growers s plen oe raise 39, 481, ao turkeys, this ‘years’ This would.be. - 
about 8 percent more than: the record crop of last year. | ‘Turkey producers in the: 
West North Central States, who produced 29. percent of the turkeys raised in aoaane: : 


_ plan-an increase” “of 10 percent: this: years: In the West, ‘where 31 percent of ‘last 
-year's crop was ‘produced,’ ‘the ‘expected: increase is 6 percent ; in thé East North 


Central and North: A tlentic States °20 percent and in the “South Atlantic: LS" per= 

cent. Producers’in the South Central, who raised 15 percent of ‘the ‘1944 ee 

plan a decrease of 4 percent this-year. 
Sofie’ <Gqaceevents Betwesn January- a ‘intentions and: ‘aetual- Lh eorneee is ee 

be expected; the difference. depending on the supply and” price” of atohing. OBES». 

poult prites and prospective feed prices. “Last year the umber~ of" turkeys: raised” 


. exceeded the January intentions by 8 percent, the first* time the intentions. have’. 


been exceedéd in 7 years of record. In former years,- however, the intentions nee 


exceeded actual performance --. in 1938 by 3 percent, . Bn 969 nd 1940 by 2 percent: fe 
in, 1941 by less tharm I percent, in 1942 by 8 percent. ‘and in 1948 by 12 elds Gyan Fe 


* 


Morte breeder. -hens and paces abl ‘weather dur ing the early 1944 tonic sede) Pout 


son were: Conducive toa heavy.early ees and most “producers ‘were able to secure. 
the. desiréd number -ef poults earlier than | ‘usual. ” Young turkey ‘losses were, below.’ 


averare and the growing season was favorable. The’ 1943 season; however, -.was:.late, joo. 


egg fertility was low and death lass in brooding prevented any increase over: TOA ie eee 
in turkeys raised. Conditions were similar in 1942 when producers raised 8 per-- 


cent fewer. turkeys. than they. intended’ early an the Seasons. 


With a 6 percent increase in breeder hens on Suey: ‘i:this year. compared | tad 
with a year ago, there should be no difficulty in getting enough eggs to meet the 
demand for 8 percent more poults with out. resorting, to late hatchings. With favor 


able weather during the hatching and, brooding. season,. turkey producers should have’ * / 


no trouble in meeting their plans this Spade to produce enother record se ae OEEN) 
Turkey..ege et itaas in January ad (oy Ree booked By hatonerdies: on’ February: a 
for .poults for future delivery are considerably larger than. last year, although: 


‘hatchings last year were earlier tharl usual. This does not indicate necessarily . 


that poult hatchings will be that much larger than last! year; “it'may.mean that-more 
early eggs are available and producers are placing their ORders cP ior this. Rio, 
in order to produce more early alten a 


“RECORD HUMBER OF BRERDER -EBNS THIS ae 
There was aT record. ‘numbeb of eu aes ents on teeriie Jarmary 1 -- 4,675,000 
or 6 percént. ‘above. a. ‘year: ago ahd Ls percent. above, the previous record high a8 
on January 1; 71940, * Breeder hehs increased, ins Publ partis of the country except the 
South Ganenel States*where there was no changes... Increases above a year ago were - 
23 percent in the North Atlantic, 16 percent in the East North Central, .13 percent .. 
in the South Atlantic, 9 percent in the West and 1 percent in the West North. pean 


Central States, About half of the Nation's breeder hens are located in the 5 “States 
of Texas, California, Oregon, Minnesota and Missouri, ranking in the order named. 


These States shewéd increases in breeders over a year ago from 20 :percent in Oregon © 


to.5 percent in Texas. Texas has +704, 000 breeder: -hens and California had 652,000. 
Because of-allarger egg production’ per hen,’ however: “California produces more eggs 
than Texas. In these 5 States, millions on “egies: are produced for jslripment ‘to 


hatcheries all over the United. States. 


“BIRDS SOLD AT HEAVIER WEIGHT IM 1944 


The average live weight per turkey sold in 1944 was 17.2 pounds, a pound 
heavier than in 1943. Hens sold averaged 13,4 pounds live weight compared with 
12.9 pounds in 1943 and toms averaged 21,0 pounds compared with 19,5 in 1943, The 
heaviest birds were produced in the West where the broad-breasted turkey is found 
in greatest numbers and birds are raised to heavier Monee largely for aS hotel 
and restaurant trade. | 


The Army demand for early turkeys for shipment overseas was much larger in. 
1944 than in 1943, In order to get early birds the Government paid above ceiling 
prices. However, the receipts of early birds did not reach expectations so the 
Government was forced to place an embargo on sales of turkeys to other than the 
Government in surplus turkey producing areas. This embargo was not lifted until 
November 6, too late for many birds to reach the Thanksgiving market. Because it 
is profitable to feed turkeys to heavier weights and there was a demand for any 
type of bird, which far exceeded the supply, turkey growers fed their birds to 
heavier weights for the Christmas and New Year's markets. 1/ 


AVERAGE LIVE WHIGHT PER TURKEY WHEN SOLD IN 1943-44 
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Geographic gaia Benes ea Oe ae OMe a. a ts ae oe ce 

a pe, Division, 21, 19402) 1944 gs 94S ee gs ee ee 
ee eOUnNd S - 

North Atlantic 12,4 1337 18,4 19,2 15.4 16,0 
East North Central 12.5 10d 18.5 2000, eee 16,6 
West North Central inet 13.4 Seaghe 2 2 | 21—3 15.9 17.4 
South Atlantic - ID 3 1256 18,1 19,0 15,2 iad 
South Central. Rel 12.6 BGA 18.9. (14,9 au 
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1/ Revisede 
DEATH LOSS LIGHTER THIS YEAR 


loss of turkey poults in 1944 was the lighest since 1940, Itwas 25.9 per- 
cent of the number bought and home hatched compared with 29,7.percent in 1943 and 
27,0 percent for the 5-year (1928-42) average, . 


Factors responsible for a lighter loss of young turkeys this year were 
favorable weather during the early hatching season resulting in an early hatch of 
strong poults which got off to a good start, generally quite favorable growing 
period despite heavier than usual losses from predatory animals in the South and 
South West, arld very few losses from fall storms. 


Breeding hen losses in 1944 were the lightest in the last 3 years -~- 10.8 
percent compared with 11.8 percent in 1943 and 10,4 percent for the 5-year average. 
losses of hens were lighter than last year in all parts of the country except the 
North Atlantic and South Central States, where losses were 1 and 2 points higher, 
respectively, thanin 1943, 


DEATH LOSS OF TURKEYS 
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. : Young turkeys. lost as a s Breeding stock lost as 
Geographic : percent of total numbers s a percent of numbers 
Division 2 bought and home_hatched_ _ 3 _on hand January_1_ — _ 
ee ee 1940 § 1941 319493 194331944 “3194031941 3 1942:1943:1944 
Percent Percent ° 
North Atlantic 19 if LO eNeOU ies 9 We 8 8 9 
Hast North Central 19 me Paik Die Tepes At mee Li shar ea 
West North Central 29 24 28 BO Se: LOM es LOW 25 
South Atlantic 28 27 31 Mohs alias SUNNY MR HPP Lilley ANY GREE pres 
South Central | aa ae a SEB dae. aks VG? a hee 
Rete Goin BON Sa a RL Be a, we Oar th a 
ented States, — — ——.. ~ BBs9_. F4;8; 7868. 2261 Bba8_ Qed Wel ted La8 10-8 
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| SURREY ESiS ON HAND AID INTENTIONS TO RAISE TORKEYS IN 1945 


Beate © UTorkey hene on hand dan, 2 3 0 C Burkeys vaised 
and + 1944 Mee oy PA ae 19 29_ Pe el eel PO AA. sintended in 1945 
Pee esOn nie umber Lge LOaA og TB Number te toes 
Thousands Pote Thousands Pote 
Me. 6 8 133 AS 49 115° 
No. 8 10 125 71 89 125 
VG. 12 16 133 159 191 120 
Mass. 33 AB 130 227 263 116 
5 a 3 4 133 20 . 33 110 
Conn, 16 23 144 146 esl 158 
nan ge 43 AY 110 428 AQ 105 
Wid y 20 24 120 * 192 250 130 
‘210 URIS SRAEN SSS Aaa tas © AOA A CRI Pood BOo er coke. (cilia ey or al Mie piyice Sb Ad see 
ee ayer) iso. kei eh) 2,581 3,097 12060 _ 
Ohio 85 106 125 979 1,057 108 
Ind. 47 61 130 612 796 130 
ane 96 118 123 828 1,076 ie 
wach.) - 69 69 100 612 796 130. 
LD AMSG GSCOE SRC 9) eed acne ane a at 1 a RE Ap <9 ne ag sie AN pela co OMe et EN EU 
VS Foy he ESAS oR a Iocan En 37 ARORA Be (oS Al4eG eos 
Minn, 308 B54 115 3, B41 3,642 109 
Iowa — 142 128 90 2,147 Cy 008 110 
Mo. 254 279 110 1,532 1,338 120 
NW, Dak, 155 105 68 992 1,042 105 
S.Dak, 5 63 84 A68 468 100 
Nebr. 128 141 110. 1,208 1,305 108 
ENS se Teanga Cee eae arp we dy 5 Mamet ibe MO i non teiay a. a ae ISDN ye ee 
preter COR ae Li OR Bro i TO 6686 0 OE OSes 
Del. 12 15 125 107 118 110 
Md, 4. 52 130 400 460 115 
Ter. 105 121 115 986 1,085 110 
W.Va. 22 20 91 254. 292 115 
N.C, 30 29 97 277 346 125 
S.C, 54 68 126 307 368 120 
Ga. 31 28 90 168 165 98 
Ber te a ee ON a! SY VII aie 8 AN AG ae aOR DR fs Seen ayaa ea Metagede oye 
“SST Ee le aa Ona HNL. Mi Seok NS oro) ey Sang 8 P0S ae BsOlt oo By Om an Saas a 
Ky. 41 Al 100 267 267 100 
Tenn. 31 26 84 190 190 100 
Ala, AG BA. 80 144 144 100 
lisse AB 39 90 13, cay 105 
Ark, 30 28 93 13 139 105 
t 22 18 82 69 62 90 
Okla. 162 154 95 954 954 100 
Mi ga er re Nua a 268 STR I AS YA Se TERR alert SC Dg RO ls Bg Bd oo BO ee es 
ee teen wien wt a ROO pee 5,628...) By@08) oe 
_ Mont. 22 1? 76 253 228 90 
Idaho EN a. 24 100 272 272 100 
Wy 0 He eee 23 95 167 184 110 
Colo. 66 66 100 861 930 108 
.Mex. aciate 14 100 52 52 100 
Ariz. 10 11 ANS) — OS 107 115 
Utah 50 65 130 1, 743 1,656 95 
Nev. 7 8° 110 A Ad, 110: : 
Wash. 128 134 105%. 1,387 1,526 110 
Oreg. 320 384 12 2,084 2,292 110 
LEA Ae NO SESS AME SY ea eo SRR a fe 4.260 4 BROS Oi ahs 
1 STP RR Ok a ae PO soy or ob LOO La priest OPED iene RTs es eM HR oN 
SS a ae eo i Avr LOG ee ia BG BOT it Oa ae Dn Gea eee 
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